INTRODUCTION
attention from the fact that between the outbreak of
hostilities with England in 1775 and the inauguration of
Washington as President under the new Constitution in
1789, agrarian radicals controlled the Colonies. They
issued paper money at a disastrous rate; they annulled
the Proclamation of 1763, and disregarded the Quebec
Act; they confiscated the Crown domains and the estates
of most of the wealthy Tories; they abolished entails
in every State but two; in many States they extended the
suffrage; they disestablished the Church in four of the
States. The alarm of the conservative classes is expressed
by General Knox, in a letter written to Washington in
October, 1786: "Their creed (i.e. the creed of the populist
majority in the Massachusetts legislature) is, that the
property of the United States has been protected from the
confiscation of Britain by the joint exertions of all, and
therefore ought to be the common property of all. . . .
This dreadful situation, for which our government have
made no adequate provision, has alarmed every man of
principle and property in New England. They start as
from a dream, and ask what can have been the cause of this
delusion? What is to give us security against the violence
of lawless men? Our government must be braced, changed,
and altered to secure our lives and property."
The change demanded by Knox was soon to come.
Within two and a half years of the writing of that letter,
Washington became President of a government that re-
established most of the Conservative economic policies
once maintained by Great Britain. Primogeniture, entails,
and an established Church, however, were not restored;
and American merchants and manufacturers remained
free from foreign control. American farmers and labourers,
on the other hay^ found that their last state was much
the same as their first, that they were expected to forget
the catch-phrases out of Locke, or out of Jefferson's
Declaration of Independence, and to remember that man is
born to sorrow as the sparks fly upward.
Radicals accused Washington of betraying his cause when
he became head of a government formed to safeguard the